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NOTE. 

In puMishing these hastily- written Letters in this form, 
the writer's only object is to aid in making Nabant, ils 
desirableness as a healthful suinmer-residence, and as a 
^uiet and delightful ** watering place/' more generally 
known,— especially among travellers and tourists from va- 
rious sections of our country. He claims but little cred- 
it on the score of orignality, — the labor having been in a 
great degree that of compilation; and if their present pub- 
lication shall do anything in spreading the knowledge 
«r adding to the interest of Nahant, or afford to its res- 
idents and visiters, amusement for a leisure hour, all h'lM 
€ad» will havt been fully accomplished. 
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LETTER I. 



Holmaa's Hotel— Head* Qumr ten of Fashion — Leave busi- 
ness at home — Mr Holman aod his management — Sea- 
air and fish— 'Lewis's History of Lynn — Nabant mort- 
gaged for £20 sterling. 

We are on the busy move here. The season, al- 
though perhaps a little later than usual, so far has 
opened very favorably. Holman's House is the 
great head-quarters of fashion, gaiety and enjoy- 
ment — and is not only exceedingly well-filled as to 
numbers, but in ail other respects, well; The com- 
pany of course, is very large; yet they are provided 
with everything desirable, and there is no reason 
why they should not enjoy themselves. Notes pass 
occasionally, and the sweetest notes from the piano 
and the human voice are often to be heard; but 
notes to pay are seldom thought of. When people 
come here they generally leave business affairs be- 
hind them, and forget, so far as they may, the trials 
and perplexities incident to business-life. Nahant 
is the place for relaxation, where one wants to pass 
a few weeks of un vexed leisure; where be may, by 
the aid of the sea-air, the bath and other virtues of 
the place, invigorate hie whole qrstem, and at the 
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same time, enjoy unalloyed with harrassing eares, 
the delights of social intercourse. 

Amidst all his company, and whatever his multi- 
farious duties, or whatever excitements others may 
feel, Mr Uolman is always the same, — calm, unruf- 
fled, courteous, and so far as his house is concerned, 
present everywhere. He is a man of a million, and 
by his gentlemanly bearing, kindness and attention 
to everybody, his presence adds to the attractions, 
a^ it does to the comfort and enjoyment of this de- 
lightful summer resort. 

The sea-air of Nahant was never more pure or 
more invigorating to the constitution, than at the 
present season. The fish, — abundant and fine as 
they always are, — appear to be this season even 
more abundant than usual. They are taken daily, 
in great numbers with a light rod, from off the rocks 
near the hotel, and some gentlemen are seen for- 
warding fine strings of large Perch to their friends 
in the warm and dusty city. 

As I may remain here, in most excellent quarters, 
for a few days, I propose to say few words, as leis- 
ure afibrds opportunity, about Nahant, its history, 
characteristics, &c. The name and fame of Na- 
hant have been rehearsed and sung by proser and 
poet, and its roc ks and beaches have been the theuM 
of the historian and the subject of the painter, — 
and yet the half has never been said, sung or paint- 
ed. I do not suppose, however, that I shall be able 
to furnish anything very original, in what I may 
have to offer. 1 shall give such. facts as I may be 
«ble to gather in relation to its history, its early ap- 
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pearances and uses, natural history and curiositie?«, 
and shall rely on others to furnish most of the ma- 
terial, raw or manufactured, just as I can find it to 
suit my purpose. Alonzo Lewis, Esq. in his histo- 
ry of Lynn, has given a great amount of interesting 
historical information, concerning Nahant, and from 
his work in particular, I shall be obliged to make 
liberal quotations^. 

It may yet appear that some of our friends in 
Charlestown are more interested in Nahant than 
they now imagine, for I find by a quotation from 
the Registry of Deeds in Suffolk, that VVlnnepurr 
kitt, one of the Sagamores, in April 1653, moriga^ 
ged "all that Tract or Neck of Land, commonly 
called Nahant,'' to Nicholas Davison of Charles- 
town, "for twenty pounds sterling dew many yeer.** 
What may grow out of the discovery of this fact 
I do not know, but it is true that the Nahant was 
for many years the subject of zealous litigation. 
The Plantation finally held it, against Farmer Dele- 
ter's purchase and claim. 
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LETTER II. 



Nalianta — Nahanton— the Sachem Montowampate — Visit to 
England — Death — Small pox among the Indians — benev- 
olence of Samuel Maverick-~Winnepurkitt arrives to the 
succession of his brother, aged 13 years — Marries Joane, 
of Nahant — their children — Winuepurkittgoes to Barba- 
does— Is the last of the Sagamores — Aberginians and 
I heir Sachem — "Squaw Sachem.'* 

Nahant is said to be an Indian term, meaning an 
Island. This may be feto, but I think a different de- 
finition has been given, not now remembered. Na- 
hnnta was the wife of an Indiaa Chief, and accord- 
ing to tradition, the aaunks or queen of Montowam- 
pate. Nahanton was a cousin of tliis chief, and 
was born (on Nahant?) in 1606. 

Montowampate was the Sachem of the Saugus 
Indians and lived on Sagamore Hill, a high bluff 
Fock, near the head of Long Beach in Lynn. He 
had the jurisdiction of Lynn and Marblehead. It is 
related of Montowampate that, "having been de- 
frauded of twenty beaver skins, by a man in Eng- 
land named Watts, he went to Governor Winthrop, 
on the 26th March, 1631, to solicit his assistance in 
recovering their value. The Governor entertained 
him kindly, and gave him a letter to Emanuel 
Downing, Esq. of London. Tradition asserts that 
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he went to England, where he was received with 
much respect, and obtained remuneration for his 
fur; but disliking the English delicacies, he hasten- 
ed back to Saugus, to the enjoyment of his clams 
and succatash." This Sachem, who was called al- 
so James Sagamore, died in December 1633, of the 
small pox. Gov Winthrop gives the following in- 
teresting account of his death, and of the ravages 
of that horrible disease, among the natives: 

"1633, December 5.] John Sagamore died of the 
small pox, and almost all his people; (above thirty 
buried by Mr Maverick of Wineseinett in one day.) 
The towns in the bay took away many of the chil- 
dren; but most of them died soon after. 

"James Sagamore of Sagus, died also, and most of 
liis folks. John Sagamore desired to be brought 
among the English, (so he was;) and promised (if he 
recovered) to live with the English and serve their 
God. He left one son, which he disposed to Mr 
Wilson, the pastor of Boston; to be brought up by 
him. He gave to the governour a good quantity of 
wampompeague, and to divers others of the English 
he gave gifts; and took order for the payment of liis 
own debts and his men's. He died in a persuasion 
that he should go to the Englishmen's God. Divers 
of them, in their sickness, confessed that the English- 
men's God was a good God ; and that, if ihey recov- 
ered, they would serve him. 

"It wrought much with them, that when their 
own people forsook them, yet the English came dai- 
ly and ministered to them; and yet few, only two 
families, took any infection by it. Among others. 
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Mr Maverick of Winesemctt, is worthy of a perpet- 
ual remcmbraDce. Himself, his wife and servants, 
went daily to them, ministered to their necessities, 
and buried their dead, and took home many of thoir 
children. So did other of their neighbors." 

Montowampate, (or James Sagamore,) was suc- 
ceeded in his government, by his brother Winne- 
purkitt, at the age of 13 years, and this chief, — it 
may be interesting to remark here, — married hit 
wife from Nahant Wiimepurkitr, otherwise call- 
ed George Rumney Marsh, was born at Medford, 
probably in the year 1620, and resided there with 
his father until called to the vacant Sachemship of 
his brother, in 1633. Concerning his wife and her 
family, Lewis has gathered the following: 

"Poquannum, or Dark Skin, lived on Nahant. He 
had two children. 1. Queakussen, born in 1611, 
and generally known by the familiar appellation of 
"Captain Tom.'* He removed to Mistick, and af- 
terwards to Patucket. Mr Gookin, in a deposition, 
1686, says he is ^^an Indian of good repute, and 
professes the Christian religion." 2. Ahawayets- 
quaine, called Joane, who married Winnepurkitt." 

Win6epurkitt,(as I much prefer to speak of these 
native children of the forest by their Indian names,) 
was the proprietor of Deer Island in Boston har- 
bor. He had three daughters, viz: Petagunsk, call- 
ed Cicely; Wuttaquattinusk, or the Little Walnut, 
c<illed Sarah; Petagoonaquah, called Susannah, — 
In the latter part of his life he went to Barbadoes. 
It is supposed that he was carried there with the 
prisoners who were sold for slaves at the end of 
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Phillips war. He was also the proprietor of the 
tract of land on wliich Marblehead was built, whicit 
was sold to thai town, after his death, by his heirs; 
and he seems to have had a claim to Nahant, from 
his giving Mr Davison a mortgage of it. 

Winnepurkitt was the last of the Lynn Saga- 
mores! He died in 1684, soon after his return from 
Barbadoes; and his wife, — the first wooed and prob- 
ably the first wedded of the native children of Na- 
hant, — died the following year. 

The Saugus or Lynn Indians belonged to the 
great nation called Aberginians, extending from 
Charles River to the Merrimack, governed by a 
powerful Sachem, called Nanepashemet or the New 
Moon. The Sagamores Wonohaquaham, (John 
Sagamore of Winesemett,); Montowampate, (James 
Sagamore of Lynn,); and Winnepurkitt, the last of 
the Sagamores, were the sons of the "New Moon," 
who had a daughter also, called Abigail. Whether 
Masconoroond, the Sagamore of Agawam, (now Ip- 
swich,) was of the same family, I hayo not ascer* 
uined. Nanepashemet lived at Medford, and was 
killed about the year 1619. The gorernmeDt was 
continued by his queen, called "Squaw Sachem,'' to 
whom most of the tribes in Massachusetts were 
subject. In 1685, she had a second husband, whose 
name was Wappacowet. 

So much I have thought it might be interesting 
to say relative to the history of these Indians, who 
had 80 much to do with Nahant, st *his early pe- 
riod of our history. 
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LETTER III. 



Ownership of Nahnnt-** Black Williftin" the ori((inal pro- 
prietor — he sold it to Thomas Dexter for a suit of clothes 
— Dexier's lawsuit with the plantation for Nahant — De- 
fiositions and historical information — Nahant used for 
pasturing Cattle, and again sold for '*two pestle stones." 

As regards the original ownership of Nahant, it ap- 
pears to be evident, that in 1629, it belonged to an 
Indian Chiei^ who was called by the English, Duke 
William or Black Will. His father was a Sachem, 
lived at Bwampscot^ and died before the English 
arrived. Black William was killed by some of the 
white people, in 1633. 

<*Nahant seems to have been sold several times to 
different individuals, by Black William, who also 
gave it to the plantation for a sheep pasture. A 
fence of rails put near together, was made across 
the reach near Nahant to keep out the wolves, as it 
is said those animals do not climb. In autumn the 
swine were let loose in the woods, tliat they might 
fatten themselves on nuts and acorns." 

In 1630, Black William sold Nahant to Thomas 
Dexter, for a $uit cf clothes^ a fact in the history of 
Nahant, which has become very generally known, 
Thomas Dexter lived on the western bank of ^w- 
gus river, was an active and enterprising man, and 
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probnWy something of a land speculator. He built 
a mill and a Wear across Saugus river; owned eight 
hundred acres of land, and by way of excellence, 
was called Farmer Dexter. Among his other spec- 
ulations, he purchased Naliant of Black William for 
A suit of clothes. This purchase gave rise to an 
expensive law-suit between Farmer Dexter and the 
town, in 1657, the following account of which is ta- 
ken from Lewi?, who quotes from the files of the 
Quarterly Court: 

''Mr Thomas Dexter, who claimed JSahantas a 
purchase from Black William, commenced an ac- 
tion, at the Quarterly Court, on the 3d of June, 
against the town, for occupying it. The case was 
defended by Thomas Laighton, George Keysar, 
Robert Coats, and Joseph Armitage, in behalf of 
the town. The following depositions were given: 

1 . " Edward Ireson, aged 57 y eares or there abouts, 
swornc, saith, that liveiug with Mr Thomas Dexter, 
I carried the fencing stuffe which master Dexter 
sett up to fence in Nahant, his part with the rest of 
the Inhabitants, and being and living with mr Dex- 
ter, I never heard liim say a word of his buying of 
Nahant, but only his interest in Nahant for his fenc- 
ing witJi the rest of the inhabitants, this was about 
S5 years since, and after this fence was set up at na- 
hant, all the new comers were to give two shillings 
sixpence a head or a piece vnto the setters up of the 
fence or inhabitants, and some of Salem brought 
Oattell alsoe to nahant, which were to give soe." 

2. "The Testimony of Samuel Whiting senr: of 
ye Towne of Linne, Saith, that Mr Humphries did 
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desire that mr Eaton and his company might not 
only buy Nahant, but the whole Towne of Linne, 
and that mr Gobbet and he and others of the towne 
^vcnt to mr Eaton to ofier both to him, and to com* 
rnit themselves to the provklenee of God, and at that 
time there was none that laid claim to or pleaded 
any interest in nahant, Save the town, and at that 
thne farmer Dexter lived ia the towne of Linne." — 
The Mr Eaton here mentioned, was Theophilus 
Eaton, afterwards Governor of Connecticut. 

3. ^'Tbe De\K oi Daniel Salrnan, aged about 4& 
yeares, saith, tFmt be being master Humphrey e's ser- 
vant, and about 33 yeares agon, there being wolves 
in nahant, commanded that the whole traine band 
to goe drive them out, because it dkl belong to the 
whole tawne, and farmer Dexter's men being theik 
at training,, went with the rest.*' 

4. "This I Joseph Armitage, aged 57 or there 
nbouts; doe testifie, that about fifteen or sjA'teen 
yeares agoe, wee iuid a generall towne meeting in 
Lin, at that meeting there was much discourse 
about nahant, the men that did first fence at nahant 
and by an act of generall ceuvt did apprehend by 
fencing that nahant was theires, myself by purchase 
haveing a part therein, after much agitation in the 
meeting, and by persuasion of mr Cobbitt, they that 
then did plead a right by fencing, did yield up alt 
their right freely to the Inhabitants of the Towne,. 
f)f which Thomas Dexter senr was one* ^ 

5. "We, Geo. Sagomore and the S»go.more of Ag- 
awatn, doe testify that DukeWilliam so called did sell 
^U Naliant unto fiarmer Dexter for a suite of cloathes* 
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which cloathes ffarmer Dexter had again, and gave 
vnto DukeWilliam so called 2 or 3 coates for it again.' 
This deposition was signed with an S, as the mark 
of MascoHomond;and with a bow and arrow, as thu 
mark of Winnepurkitt. 

"Other de^jositions were given by Richard Walker, 
Edward Helyoke, George Farr, Christopher Liml- 
sey, William Dixey, William Witter, John Ranis- 
dell, John Hedge, Willinm Harcher, and John 
Legg, The Court decided in favor of the defend- 
ants; and Mr Dexter appealed to the Court of As- 
eistanis.^' 

The two following paragraphs, also from Lewis, 
afford some further information concerning Nahanr, 
and the use which was made of it. William Dixey 
came over as a servant of Mr Isaac Johnson, and 
was admitted a freeman in 1634. 

On his arrival, a{>plication was made by his mas- 
ter, for him and others, **for a place tositt dbwne inj 
tipon which,*' he says, "mr, Endecott did give me 
and the rest leave to goe where wee woidd ; upuit 
which I went to Saugust, now Linne, and there we 
tu3t with Sagamore James and soni other indiaiii-, 
wlioe did give me and the rest leaue to dwell there 
or thei*eabouts; whereupon I and the rest of njy 
master's company did cut ^'ass for our cattell, and 
kept them upon nahant for som space of time;| for 
tiie Indian James Sagamore and tlie rest did give me 
and the rest, in behalf of ray master Johnson, what 
taiid we would; whereupon wee sett down in San- 
gust, and had quiet possession of it by the above said 
Indians, and kept our cattell in naliant the sumcr 
(iilJovving.** 
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IC30. "William Witter was a fermer, and resided 
at Swampscot. He says, "filacke wilt^ or duke wil- 
Kiani, so called, came to my bouse (which wilts two 
or three miles from Nahaiit) when Thomas Dexter 
had bought Nahaut for a suit of clothes, the Siiid 
Black will Asked me what I would give him for the 
Land my house stood vppon, it being his land, and 
his fTather^s wigwame stood their abouts, James 
Sagomore and John, and the Sagomore of Aga- 
waine, and diuers moi-e. And George Sagomore, 
being a youth was present, all of them acknowlidg- 
inge Black will to be the Uight owner of the Land 
ujy house stood on, and Sagomore Hill and Naliant 
was all his f, and adds " that he bought Nahant and 
Siigomer Hill and Swamscoate of Black William 
for two pestle stones." 

It would appear from the first of the above quo- 
tations that Sagamore James, (Montowampate,) ex- 
ercised thcauthority of his government in disposing 
of Nahant, or at least of the use of it, while from the 
second paragraph, according to Witter, he alloweti 
that it belonged to Black William. Winnepurkitt, 
his successor, also attempted to dispose of it, as ap- 
pears by the mortgage ahready loenttoued. But 
this htst sale of Nahant, including Sagamore Hill, 
(where the reigning moaarcbs appear to have resiiU 
ed,) and Swampscot, "for two pestle stones," is 
cheap beyond all account. 



Digitized 



by Google 



LETTER IV. 



Use made of Nahant— >Swine let loose in the woods — 
Description of Nahant, in 1633, written by Williain 
Wood — Very full and complete — Remarks. 
I gave you in my last some very interesting particu- 
lars relative to the History of Nahant and its own- 
ership. The facts stated in the extracts then com- 
municated, were mostly new to me, or if I had seen 
them in print before, it was in such connection with 
other matter as to escape my particular attention 
It was clear, it seemed to me, by the depositions 
from the files ef the Court, that Duke William re- 
ally sold Nahant to Fanner Dexter; but it does not 
appear that he ev^r obtained possession of his pur- 
chase. From the very first, it was used as a pas- 
ture, common to the plantation, although infested by 
wolves, bears and other wild beasts. Even from 
Salem, the settlers brought their cattle to Nahant in 
the summer; and in the autumn^ the swine were 
*^\ei loose in the woods that they might fatten them- 
flelves on nuts and acorns." 

The following full, graphic and particular de- 

scription of Nahant, is taken from " New England's 

Prospect,'' written in 1633, by William Wood, which 

work was undertaken, according to his account,. 

« 
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" because there hath been many scandalous and 
false reports past upon the Country, even from the 
sulphurous breath of every base ballad monger." 

" The next plantation is Saugus^sixc miles North- 
east from Winnesimet. This Towne is [)leasant 
for situation, seated at the bottom of a Bay, which 
is made on the one side with the surrounding shore, 
and on the other side with a long sandy Beach. — 
This sandy Beach is two miles long, at the end 
whereof is a necke of land called Nahant. It is 
sixo miles in circumference, well wooded with 
Oakes, Pines, and Cedars. It is beside well water- 
ed, having, beside the fresh Springs, a great Pond 
in the Middle, before which is a spacious Marsh. — 
In this necke is a store of good ground, fit for the 
Plow ; but for the present it is onely used for to put 
young Cattle in, and weather goates, and Swine, to 
secure them from the Wpolues ; a few posts and 
rayles, from the low water niarkes to the shore, 
keepes out the Woolves and keepes in the Cattle. — 
One Black William, an Indian Duke, out of his 
generosity, gave this place in generall to this plan- 
tation of Saugus, so that no other can appropriate 
it to himselfe. 

" Vpon the South side of the sandy Beach the 
Sea beateth, which is a true prognostication to })re- 
sage stormes and foule weather, and tlie breaking 
up of the Frost. For when a storm e hath becne, 
or is likely to be, it will roarc like Thunder, being 
heard sixe miles; and after stormes casts up great 
stores of great Clainmes, which the Indians, taking 
out of their sheu-5, carry home in baskets. On the 
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North side of this Bay is two great Marshes, which 
are made two hy a pleasant River which runnes 
between them. Northward up this river goes great 
store of Ale wives, of which they make good Red 
Herrings ; insomuch that they have been at charges 
to make them a wayre, and a Herring house, to dry 
these Herrings in ; the lest yeare were dried some 
4 or 5 Last, [about 150 barrels] for an ex|)eriment, 
which proved very good ; this is like to prove a 
great inrichment to the land, (being a staple com- 
moditie in other Countries,) for there be such in- 
numerable companies in every river, that 1 have 
seen ten thousand taken in two houres,by two men, 
without any weire at all, saving a few stones to 
stone their passage up the river. There likewise 
come store of Basse, which the Indians and Eng- 
lish catch with hooke and line, some fifty or thn e 
score at a tide. At the mouth of this river runnes 
up a great crecke into that great Marsh, which is 
called Rumny Marsh, which is 4 miless long, and 2 
miles broad, halfe of it bemg Marsh ground, and 
hajfe upland grasse, without tree or bush ; this Marajli 
is crossed with divers creekes, wherein lye great 
store of Geese and Duckes. There be convenient 
ponds for the planting of Duck coyes. Here is 
likewise belonging to this place, divers fresh rned- 
<lowes, which afford good grasse ; and four spacious 
ponds, like little lakes, wherein is store of fresh fish, 
within a mil* of the towne; out of which runnes a 
curious fresh brooke, that is seldom frozen by roa- 
son of the warmenesse of the water; upon this 
stream is built a water Milne, and up this river come 
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SiTielts and frost fish, much bigger than a Gmlgeorr. 
For woo(J there is no want, there being store of 
pood Oakes, Wnllnut, Cedar, Aspe, El me. The 
groniid is very good, in many places without trees, 
and fit for the Plough. Id this phice is more Cng> 
Jii$h tillage, than in all New-England, and Virginia 
besides ; which proved as well as could be expect- 
ed ; the corn being very good^ especially the Barly, 
Kyr, and Oates. 

<* The land, affordeth to the inhabitants as many 
Ynrieties as any place else^ and the sea more ; th« 
Basse continuing from the middle of April to Mich- 
aelmas, [29th Sept.] which stayes not half that time 
in the Bay, [Boston Harbour]; besides, here is a 
great deal of Rock cod and Macrill, insomuch that 
shoales of Basse have driven up shoales of Macrill, 
irom one end of the sandie beach to. the other; which 
the inhabitants have gatliered.up iawheelbarrowea. 
The Bay which lyeth before the Towne, at a low 
spring tyde will be all flatts for two miles together; 
upon which is great stoi'e of Musclebanckes, and 
Clam bancks, and Lobsters among the rockes and 
grassie holes. These flatts make it unnavigable for 
ehippes; yet at high water, great Boatcs, Loiters, and 
Pinnaces of 20 and 30 tun, may saile up to the plan- 
tation;: but they neede have a skilfuUPilote,. because 
of many dangerous rockes and foaming breakers, ' 
that lye at the mouth of that Bay. The very aspect 
of the place is fortification enough to keep off an 
unknowne enemie: yet it may be fortified at Jittte 
charge, being but few landing places thereabout, and 
thiose obscure.'' 
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This description of Naliant is remarkable, and 
like ail the productions ot* that early period, is quaint 
and minute, embracing almost every mentionable 
thing about Nahant. To all who are acquainted 
with the portion of country described, from Chelsea 
to Salem, it will appear not a little remarkable that 
so full and complete an idea of the country, its char- 
acter, soil, appearances, uses, produrtions, rivers, 
ci'eeks, ponds, marshes, harbor, fi^h, the manner of 
taking them, &c. &.c. could have l)een given in so 
few words. Nothing seems to have escaped the ob- 
servation of Mr. Wood, as nothing can exceed the 
graphic, and sometimes beautiful language, which 
lie has employed. How remarkable and beautiful 
iiis last sentence appears, to any one at all acquaint* 
ed with the rugged, rock-lK)und headland of Na- 
hant ! How truly he says, '* the very aspect of the 
place is fortification enough to keepu off an un« 
knowne enemie; yet it may be fortified at iitde 
charge, being but few landing places thereabout, and 
those obscure." I have not been able to obtain u 
copy of Mr Wood's "Now England *s Prospect," but 
it appers to me that he has shown himself possess* 
ed of a strong and comprehensive mind, not highly 
cultivated perhaps, as we should now think, but ca- 
pable of taking enlarged views of things and pre- 
senting strong and I distinct pictures to his read- 
ers. His work must have had a good oflect iu dis- 
pelling the "scandalous and false reports'' to which 
he alludes. 
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Nahant not fully appreciated — Sunrise at Nahant — Morn- 
ing walk — Taste for Scientific pursuits— Taste for 
Kumething — Long Beach.. 

In preceding letters from this far-famed Peninsula, 
I have given some brief sketches of early history, 
connected with it, — the subject is now by no means 
exhausted and will be referred to and continued in 
future letters. It may not be uninterestirig at this 
this time, to give as well as I may be able, some lit- 
tle idea of Nahant itself, not with regard to its to- 
pogray)hy particularly, but chiefly as a place of re- 
sidence' and resort. 

I have long been of the opinion that this delight- 
ful and salubrious summer retreat, is not properly 
n|»preciated, highly as it is estimated by the thous- 
ands who annually visit it. Butt a transient visit,— 
while the steam boat stops at the landing,— cannot 
afford a correct or adequate idea of Nahant, its 
beauties, wonders or luxuries. It requires a week, 
or perhaps a whole season, to see Nahant as it should 
be seen to be fully appreciate<l,^not a week of fine 
weather, for better is it by far that it should be in- 
terspersed with a storm or two. Nahant needs to 
be seen under all its aspects,— under the darkening 
cloud, amidst the roaring ocean, whitened by the 
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foaming billows, and illuminated by the flashing 
lightning; as well as in the broad sunshine of jioon, 
when the blue and beautiful ocean is spread out to 
the eye, until sky and sea forms a common line, 
when the breathing south wind comes softly over 
the water and cools the feverish temple with its 
balmy air. 

Much has been said of the indescribable magnifi- 
cence of a Sun Rising at sea, and it certainly is a 
display of splendor and of gorgeous light only to be 
equalled by a sun rising at Nahant, which is very 
much the same thing. The sun is beheld emerging 
from the limitless surface of the ocean, reeking as it 
were, in all his glory, while the sky presents a far< 
spreading canopy of gold. The scattered sails on 
the ever-heaving bosom of the sea, are gilded with 
the glorious light, and the market-fishermen, as the 
(lay advances, are seen in their dorys, like flies on 
the wave. But it is not the sun only, in all the glo« 
ry of his rising, which is pleasant and grateful to 
the early riser at Nahant : in the midst of the ocean, 
the air is pure and invigorating, and all around is 
the silent grandeur and vast magnificence of nature's 
works. The swelling sea, with scarcely a breeze- 
ripple on its bosom, dashes against the rugged shore 
and rolls its white foam over the cliffs and in the 
deep crannies of the rocks. 

A morning walk at Nahant, la one of the mcst 
ezhileratirig and healthful pleasures of the place, 
whether it be in the gravelled walks, on the <<8andie 
beach," or bounding over the craggy rocks,— there is 
everywhere enough to engage the attention, wheth- 
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or it be directed to botanj', conchology, mineralog)% 
fishology, or mere curious observation. No one 
need to have his time hang heavily about him, 
whether he has a taste for scientific pursuits or for 
the enjoyment of natural scenery, — for the most 
fcUiggish can enjoy his l>ed in the warmest nights or 
hottest mornings, and such at least are sure to have 
a taste for a good breakfast, in the expectancy of 
v^liich, at Holman's, he will not be disappointed* 

Nevertheless, it is absolutely necessary that the 
visiter at Nahant should have a taste for somethingj 
~^it hardly matters what it is for, but taste of some 
Foit he must have. If it be a taste for reading, cool 
and airy retreats are easily found; if for pleasant 
scenes and natural grandeur, these are open before 
him; if for science, in things of the air, earth or sea^ 
he may enjoy and cultivate it; if for pedestrian or 
equestrian exploits, he may enjoy it; if for fashion, 
and foppery, he can show himself as he pleases and 
find plenty of observers; or if for bathing, fishing, 
or shooting, he may swim, fish or shoot to his heart's 
content. In addition to all this, there are other 
amusements, common to similar resorts, in which 
ladies, gentlemen and children can indulge in vari- 
ous parts of the day. 

The mid-day at Nahant, including the hours im- 
mediately preceding and succeeding the hour of 
dining, is generally embraced for a ride to the Long 
Beach, — one of the most delightful drives in the 
world. Ladies and gentlemen set off from Holroan's 
in carriages, barouches, chaises, on horseback, in 
l«rties, to enjoy a ride over this remarkable beacb» 
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It has always seemed to us that neither pen nor 
pencil, nor both combined under the most favorable 
circumstances, could give any truly adequate idea of 
Nahant Beach, and the ceaseless ocean- wave 
which rolls over its smoothened surface. It is an 
exhibition of natural beauty and grandeur, neither 
to be described nor painted. It is beyond the poet's as 
the painter's art — it is too sublime, too vast, too over- 
whelming for the power of language. Words, — 
mere words, — are not large enough! The sublime 
immensity of a single wave — as it comes rolling on 
in its changing colors and overhanging" fullness, and 
its crest of glittering diamonds, which spreads in 
bursting bubbles at your feet, — not only exhausta 
but exceeds all language. The broad and fur-ex- 
tending Beach, with its almost reckless and unruffl- 
ed surface; — a deadened mirror of evenness and 
beauty,— a ball room, as it were, vast enough for all 
the sea-nymphs of the great Atlantic to celebrate 
their gala days,— is not to be put in mere words, 
cannot be described except in living characters 
equivalent to its own immensity. It is a whole lan- 
guage,— even more, an eternity in itself, — and can 
no more be written than the blue arch of heaven. 
Nor can it be described in parts— there is no power, 
no method, by which to convey to another, as a 
whole or in portions, an adequate idea of its sublime 
grandeur. It fills the mind too full for the power 
of language; thought itself is checked : expression 
fails wholly, and we are either absorbed in admira- 
tion and wonder, or aim to unchain the mind from 
its encl^antment by the force of some careless 'r«. 
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maiic. It 18 like the Oeean — who c|in describe or 
pttint the Oeeanl If it were still and motioDless, 
who can describe its magnificent vastness or paint 
its glorious depths? Its eternal upheaving bosom, 
its limitless immensity, its crested wares kissing the 
air in bursiing chrystals, — who can convey these to 
theunpresent mind in language? Who can picture, 
in words or colors, as it is^ a single wave, in its 
moving life? Why then talk of putting into words, 
-*«haracters more diminutive than its gentlest ripple 
-^be Ocean itself, in contact with its almost equal 
Wonder, the far-spread Beach of Nahant? 



LETTER VL 



ffslisot begiiming to be appreciated — Erection of the hotel 

la 1820— Ita architecture, ^'^•'^Addition to the anais 

Ipailding — ^It« architectural deformity balanced bj its con* 

▼eaieney — ^EmploymeDt of time — Breakfast, Dinner, Tea 

—•Evening amucementa^-Faahion the life of Love — £t- 

eoiug walk — Cool sleep. 

CoMFANT continues to flock to Holman's Hotel, and 

the several minor bouses on the Nahant are well 

filled and daily visited by large numbers. Nahant 

is, we may almost say, beginning to be appreciated. 

It has gradually grown into favor and is more ap* 

^treciated as it is more viiited.— It wean well and 
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improTes upotr acquaintance. It is now some ser- 
enteeu years since the erection of the Hotel, which 
took place in 1820, and from that time Nahant has 
grown to be one of the most celebrated "watering 
placed" in the country. This Hotel is on the most 
southerly or southeasterly), point of Nahant, — the 
ocean head-1and,~-and is built of native stone, ta- 
ken from the immediate vicinity of its location.-^ 
The interior arrangements and the architecture of 
the building, have been repeatedly commended by 
connoisseurs, for their convenience and good taste. 
The appearance of the building is light, airy and 
elegant, as such a building should be in such a 
place. It contains nearly one hundred rooms; but 
these and the general accommodations of the house 
having become wholly inadequate to the accdmmo- 
dation of the company, some five or six years ago a 
large additional building was erected, connected on 
the southerly side of the former edifice, which af- 
fords above a hundred rooms and a very large and 
commodious dining-hall, But,-»shocking to relate, 
^-to any person of the least taste in architecture, it 
presents one of the grossest violations of propriety, 
which the eye of man ever beheld. All that possi- 
bly can be said in defence of it, is, that it answers 
well all the purposes for which it was intended. It 
is a tre-men-dous deformity; a shocking excres- 
cence! Vet we feel some "compunctious visitings 
of conscience" as to abusing it in these unmeasured 
terms, since it affords us such delightful accpmmo- 
dations. It must be endured, we suppose, because 
it 18 commodious. The out-buildings, the billiard 
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hall, bathing-house, and even the bowling allies, and 
we had ahnost suid the ice-house and hen-coops^ 
are all in good taste, especially the first-named, 
which is really a neat but small sample of the *^Gre- 
cian temple" style. These, (although we did not 
mean to say anything more about it,) are all put to 
the blush by the ^'convenient addition!" However, 
as we enjoy the occupancy of very airy and 
pleasant rooms, enclosed by its outward ugliness, 
commanding most extensive views of the city and 
neighboring towns, and especially of the far-extend- 
ing ocean, it may be as well to admit, (as we now do) 
that its interior advantages make ample amends for 
its exterior deformity. The handsome, cool and 
commodious dining hall, also, — we confess we have 
much respect for that, in consideration of its own 
excellent qualities and the service to which it is ap* 
propriated. 

In our last, (and here we beg the reader's leave 
to use the editorial plural,] we gave some sketch of 
what might be done or seen at Nahant, to employ 
the time, and especially at morning and noon. A 
word of the evening hour may not be amiss here, 
particularly as we have been talking of the hotel.-^ 
Breakfast is by many considered a dull meeting, — 
Dinner is oAen made as it were, a matter of busi- 
ness, generally to be despatched, m some of the rail- 
road lolks say, but Tea is a merry meeting. We 
confess we have not always found it so; but after 
tea is the social hour at Nahant. At this time, the 
ladies and gentlemen, with all their little respou-* 
sibilities, generally repair to the long drawing-room. 
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Some of the nimble fingers are always ready for 
tiie piano forte, and some of the nimble feet are ev- 
er ready for the dauce, and thus the evening's social 
pleasures are commenced. The "young people" 
play, dance and sing, while those who choose enjoy 
the familiar conversation, enlivened by delicate and 
sparkling wit. The senior part of the company con- 
gregate in groups, while many a soft word passes 
between those of fewer years, and who are more 
sensible to tlie mild influences of love. There is a 
fashion in everything, and not less in young love 
than in other things. Fashion is, in some sense, 
the life of love. People love, sometimes, because it 
is the fashion, and fashionable people must not be 
unfashionable. But we prove our position syllo- 
gistically thus: fashion is true taste, (or ought to be,) 
true taste is lovely; whatever is lovely is the life of 
love; — why then should not Nahant be the peculiar 
abode of the fickle goddess? Lovely In itself; fash- 
ionable for itself, — it is, for a season, the favorite re- 
sort of young hearts, worshipping at the shrine of 
the blind goddess. 

There is nothing of dulness in an evening at Na- 
hant. A walk, in the mild light of the moon, to the 
. Spouting Horn, Swallow's Cave, or to any of the 
rocky prominences, is delightful, — the calm and un- 
broken quietude that reigns over the scene, is sooth- 
ing to the mind, while the cool, pure air, invigorates 
the body. The glittering diamonds of the skies, 
fliiineout with a clearer brilliancy in the transparent 
air of Nahant, and the ocean-wave curls its white 
foam, to catchy as it were, pearly gems from their 
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■oft light. The white sail is seen on the heavinf 
wave, or it mny be, lifted into the horizon, where 
the sky and sea unite in. one line of space. The 
distant light houses cast their light across the broad 
expanse of waters, for the mariners' aid and direc- 
tion. These and other scenes serve to engage the* 
attention and gratify the taste, before the hour of re-> 
tiring, which invariably comes along sooner than 
is expected. A night's sleep at Nahant, in hot 
weather, is q, luxury no-where else to be enjo3ed — 
if ice is. a luxury at Canton, so is a bed at Holman's 
of a hot August night ! To be appreciated it must 
be enjoyed-rrnoofie caijk describe its invigorating in- 
fluence. 



LETTER VII. 



CitltiTalion of treci — Nahant robbed of it* wood for ftiel— 
Robert Page presented for 'setio^e saille' with wood o« 
SiinJay — Order of tliQ town for clearing t4ie land — Na- 
hant a neck of land — Stumps of trees on the Beacb — 
Considerations concerning Nahant; its past and prasaat 
iifes, its growth as a place of resort. 

You could not but have remarked the fact stated, 
that in 1630, Nahant was well covered with forest 
trees, of various Isinds, which since that time have, 
all been destroyed. There are now but few trees of 
any age on the PeDinsula^ and those are principaU^ 
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wiHovDs, £i!brts ha-ve been repeatedly made in 
jears past, to rear trees of every descripiion on Na- 
bant, which so far, excepting in relation to the Balm 
ofGilead, have proved unsivsccssful^ Of this last 
description, Mr. Tudor has raised a great number, 
Aud they havo been set out along the road and over 
the peninsula very generally^ They have thrived 
pretty well so far, and seem to stand the winter ani 
winds very successfully. 

Nahant was robbed of its wood, probably, as the 
islands in Boston Harbor were, — for firewood. For 
instance, the inhabitants of Boston supi lied them- 
selves with wood from Noddle's Island, now East 
Boston, and probably from the other islands. Wo 
find, in reference to Nahant, ihat on the I3th of 
lune, i668,-<<" Robert Page of Boston, was present- 
od for setinge saillc from^ Nahant; in his boate, beings 
Loaden with tooad, there by Frofaining the Lord'd 
daye.'* It was no offence to take wood from Na- 
hant — the offence appears to have consisted in taking 
it on Sunday, On the contrary ,^ the town of Lynn, 
in 1656 passed an order for the clearing of the land, 
laying a penalty of 50 shillings on those who neg- 
lected to clear their lots in six years. The follow- 
ing is the order from the town records of Lynn : 

** At a towne meeting held February 24, 1656, It 
was voted that Nahant should be laid out in plant- 
ing lotts, and every householder should have equal 
ia the dividing of it, noe man more than another, 
and every person to clear of his wood in 6 yearly 
end he or they that do not clear their lotts of the 
W.epd^ shall pay 50 sbillingB for the towne's use. 
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Aldoe every householder is to have his and their 
lotts for 7 years, and it is to be laid downe for a pas- 
ture for the towne, and in the seventh year, every 
one that hath improved his lott hy planting shall 
then, that is in the seventh year, sow their lott with 
Knglish come, and in every acre of land as they 
improve, they shall with their English corne, sow 
one bushel of hay seed, and soe proportionable to 
all the land that is improved, a hushell of hay seed 
to one acre of land, and it is to be remembered that 
uo person is to raise any kind of building at all, and 
for laying out this land there is chosen Francis In- 
gals, Henry Collins, James Axee, Adam Hawckes, 
Lieut. Thomas Marshall, John Hathorue, Andrew 
Mansfield." 

It is also said, in the early times, "tn this neeke 
is store of good ground, Jit for the Ploto.^' It will 
be noticed here that Nahant is spoken of as a 
" necke" of land and not as a beach simply, from 
which with other testimony, it may be inferred, that 
what is now merely a ridge of land, with a wide and 
far spread sandy beach on one side, and a rocky 
beach on the other, was, two hundred years agO; an 
arm of the main land, covered witli soil and trees 
and of much greater width than now. Besides, it is 
stated that the stumps of trees are yet to be seen on 
the beach itself, in the very spots where they grew 
at some remote period. Then there are the exten^^ 
sive marshes in Lynn, which undoubtedly have been 
formed by the wash of the waves, and it is mora 
than probable that a large part of Nahant, particu- 
larly the "iiecke" mentioned iu 1630, hat been 



Digitized 



by Google 



33 



washed from its origioal location and now forms the 
marshes alhided to.* It is established by living^esti- 
mony that the Biach has materially changed within 
the last half century, " nearly half its breadth," and 
has become more curved than formerly. The sand 
and gravd, which has blown from the beach, has 
filled up in some degree a part of Lynn harbor. 
Lewis states that a rock, formerly in the harbor, 
around which the birds used to dive, is now entire* 
ly covered by the sand. 

We have seen that Nahant was originally the re- 
sort of wolves and other wild beasts ; next the re- 
sort of the savage, — who came here for food and 
amusement on the beaches ; next it was formed in- 
to a pasture for the " cattle and swine" of the first 
settlers; afterwards it was improved for the catch- 
ing and curing of fish find its lands appropriated 
with conditions relating to that use; it was used 
as a wood lot, to furnish fuel, not only to " Saugust,*' 
(Lynn, and all the vicinity,) but to Boston ; it was 
sold for a suit of clothes, reclaimed and sold again 
for two old coats ; was mortgaged for £10 to Mr. 
Davison ; was again sold for two " pestle stones ;'* 
was afterwards lotted out to be cultivated, on cer- 
tain conditions which we have mentioned; became 
the subject of long and^tedious litigation among the 
early settlers ; — and sonie two hundred years after 

* In dicing on the marshes of Lynn, to construct the 
Eastern Railroad^ about five feet of the soil most be removed 
before comio; to the origioal surface. 
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this, it became the frequent resort of pleasure par- 
ties from Boston and all the country round, afford- 
ing no accommodations but its native roughness, 
and the roughness of its natives. The former is 
well known, and the latter is well remembered. — 
There were but three or four families of white peo- 
ple on Nahant at this time. It had then been rob- 
bed of its trees, and shorn of much of its beauty. — 
These families were very shy of visiters — they dis- 
liked the intrusion — would run affrighted when they 
saw them coming — and it was with great difficulty 
that anything in the nature of cookmg utensU or 
food, could be obtained from them. They would 
shut their doors in the faces of strangers and escapo 
to their back rooms or chambers for safety. 

Visiters became so frequent, and applications for 
various little accommodations so common, that tho 
necessary intercourse increased, and finally theso 
very people began to make it an object to accom- 
modate parties of pleasure, so far as they were able, 
and to charge them, as we have been told^ most un- 
conscionable prices for the smallest favors. This 
also naturally lead to the opening of several houses 
for public entertainment, which are now standing 
in the village, some half mile from Holman's Hotel. 
From the time of which we have been speaking, to 
the present, Nahant has been the resort of compa- 
nies of friends, families and parties, for the enjoy- 
ment of its salubrious air, sea-bathing and its ex- 
cellent fish. * In uncivilized and barbarous times, it 
was the resort of wild beasts, the roaming field and 
the pleasure ground of the savage ; in after ages and 
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in more enlightened times, it is now the resort of the 
gaj, the beautiful, the rich, the refined. The fair- 
haired and bright-eyed beauty of our own country, 
the stars and gems of female literature and loreli- 
nessfrom other climes, men of genius, learning, and 
fiune— fill now resort for recreation and enjoyment 
to the early pleasure ground and hunting i:eld of 
the wild untutored savage ! 



LETTER VIIL 



Disappoiotment on visiting Nahant — Looking ool for ihs 
8oa-S«rpent — Correct idea of Nahant ; ** a watering 
place,*' toward the Ocean — Few trees and shrubbery, bot 
not without cultivation — No foxes, wolves or bears now; 
but rocks, beaches, fish, scenery, air, minerals, speci* 
mens of natural history, &c. 

When persons visit Nahant for the first time and 
for a short time, it is seldom the case that they are 
not disappointed. They have very likely heard of 
Nahant — perhaps have heard much about it, and in 
many cases expect to see the sea serpent, or some 
other wonder, of course. We remember, on our 
first visit to Nahant, we looked for his snakeship all 
the way on the passage, and went incontinently to 
the piazza of the hotel, with glass in hand, about as 
aiuch prepared to see him as though we had €om« 
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to witness an established exhibition. Of eoursef 
(and this was more probably a matter of course,) we 
did not see him — bis majesty did not choose to be 
stared at as a show ! He only shows himself, when 
it suits himself to be seen. En passanty of the Sea 
Serpent : witliout much doubting the existence of 
such a creature as the Sea Serpent ourselves, We 
have reason to believe that something else is seen 
very often and reported to be the real serpent which 
is not the real serpent. The creature called a Sea 
Serpent may be frequently seen ; but then other 
things or creatures, are also seen and also called the 
Sea Serpent ; and this mistake often makes trouble 
and tends to bring discredit upon those who really 
have seen the Sea Serpent Of late years at Na- 
hant, everything uncommon, and sometimes even a 
ledge of rocks, which surely is not very uncommon 
here, is " cracked up to be" the Sea Serpent ; and 
thus the credulous are imposed upon — the veracity 
of many intelligent and truth-speaking witnesses 
discredited, and an air of falsehood thrown over the 
whole story. 

But people are liable to be disappointed in respect 
to Nahant, more in other matters even, than in re- 
lation to the existence and appearance of the Sea 
Servient. Each person has most likely formed in 
Iris mind's eye, some idea of the place; and the 
chance is, that in most cases it will be erroneous. — 
The first correct idea — that Nahant is a " watering 
plaee^ — does not sufl5ciently impress them. It U 
out in the ocean ; yet hundreds look for such things, 
and such scenery, and such recreations, as they 
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would be likely to find some 20 to 50 miles in the 
interior'. Tbey expect, at least, to find trees and 
shrubbery, and it may be woods and groves, but 
even in this they are to be mainly . disappointed. 
Trees, woods and shrubbery, were once here, but 
so (ar from cultivating or endeavoring to preserve 
them were the early settlers, that they proposed a 
fine if they were not all cut doton in 8ix years ! — 
The place was at that time, — more than two centu- 
ries ago, — thickly wooded, and the resort of wolves 
and foxes. But now, alas, there is not a single tree, 
unless some two or three ancient cedars have 
escaped the axe, of the original growth on the pen- 
insula ; and as to wolves and foxes, Excepting in the 
deep fissures of the rocks, there is no place to hide 
their heads ! 

Still Nahant is not entirely without cultivation, 
and is yearly improving in this respect. There are 
now some very handsome gardens belonging to the 
inhabitants and to the summer cottages; and our 
friend Uolman has some fiAcen or twenty acres un- 
der a high state of cultivation. The ^ store of good 
land iit for the plow," mentioned in history, is in a 
iair way to be cultivated and improved under his 
administration and by the force and success of his 
example. There are several fine fields of grain, 
and of the sugar-beet now in a very prosperous con- 
dition, looking and promising as well as any in the 
interior, besides abundance of garden vegetables 
and good mowing land ; and these are much less 
liable to injury from early frost than in the country. 
The growing of trees^ however^ as we have already 
4 
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mentioned, is somewhiit less successful, it being al- 
most impossihie to preserve them through the winter 
storms. They are probably killed by the salt-viater 
spray, blown over them, during the continuance of 
severe storms. In these storms the waves dash 
quite over the highest rocks around the shore. 
We have been informed that they are frequently 
seen to " o'ertop" the " Pulpit Rock f and the 
spray is then blown by the wind over the land, even 
to overflow the piazzas of the hotel, — this it is, we 
suppose, that kills the young trees. There are, 
nevertheless, a few scattering trees that survive, in 
certain locations,— the little Elm, in front of the 
bath-house, and protected by it from the spray, lives 
on from year to year, and a few others in sheltered 
situations, seem as yet to survive the wintry blasts. 
It is very probable that trees of various kinds, will 
flourish here, as buildings multiply to break off the 
wind and afford them shelter. 

We cannot flatter ourselves yet, however, that 
those who feel disappointed at not flnding Nnhant a 
country place, are very soon to be gratified in their 
expectations. Its ** store of good ground" may be 
cultivated, but woods, groves, and orchards, it may 
not yet have. In truth, desirable as these may be^ 
Nahant does not need them— they may belter be 
sought for elsewhere. Nahant has its rocks, beach* • 
Rs, caves, fish, sea-air, ocean -scenery, its steamboat, 
its bath-houses and its hotel, — and these are enough ! 
These make it what it is,— a healthful and delight- 
ful resort, and those who seek for such a place^ 
where are constantly seen the sublimest exhibitions 
of nature, in the ocean-wave, the rock-bouud island. 
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und in the glorious heavens, — need feel no disap- 
pointment on visiting Nahant. Characterised as 
Nahant is, hy the majestic and sublime, it is still 
not deficient in some of the pleasing leaser works ot\ 
nature: the wild flower in its fields, the minerals in 
its bosom, the shells on its shore, the birds on its 
marshes, and the fish in its waters, — aUbrd infinite 
flourres of study and gratification to the casual ob- 
server as to the lover of natural history. 




Egg Rock is two miles east of Nahant in the 
midst of a broad expanse of water. It appears from 
the hotel to be a naked rock, but is said to contain 
about three acres of land. It belongs to the town of 
Salem, and has been used as a sheep pasture.* It is 
BOW seldom frequented, except by gulls and other 
sea birds. We saw some time since, a bolt of light- 
ning strike on the summit of this rock, with a tre- 
mendous crash. It appeared to be, as it descended 
from the dense, black cloud, hanging over it, nearly 
as large as a man's body, and the concussion aU 
most stuimed persons who were witnessing the 
storm from the piazzas of the hotel. 

*■ We rather doubt this statement. 
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LETTER IX. 



Nahant the resort of savage and civilized life— Some fur- 
ther description of its topography — ^Vegetables for city 
consuoDption — Beaches— Preset vation of Long Beach by 
a causeway — Action of Congress on the subject — Swal- 
low's Cave, Pulpit Rock, Spouting Horn, Natural Bridge. 

OircE Nahant was the resort of the savage, and our 
readers have seen what kind of a resort it was to 
them. It is now the resort of the most refined of 
civilized life, and we have seen what kind of a 
resort it is for them. The Indian enjoyed it in all its 
natural beauty and freshness ; we enjoy it, shorn of 
much of its original beauty, but unimpaired in its 
solid and sublime grandeur. 

« Those of our readers who have followed these 
pages thus far, if they have never visited Nahant, 
must have formed some idea of it ; but it neverthe- 
less, may be proper that we should attempt some 
further description. Nahant may be called an 
arm of land extending into the sea, or a *' necke of 
land," as Mr. Wood called it. It extends over 
three miles from the shore of Lynn : passing over 
the Beach from Lynn, nearly a mile and three 
quarters, we come to Little Nahant, (an island, ex- 
cept the beach connections,) containing nearly 50 
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acres, and consisting of two principal elevations or 
hills ; then passing over the It'sser Beach, one half 
Biile in length, similar to the previous, we come to 
the larger nebulae, or island, called the Great Na- 
faant On this is the village, the cottages, the church, 
the hotels, landing. Sec. A very considerable part 
of the lesser Nahant is under good cultivation, be- 
ing covered with fields of ^ waving corn" and other 
productions of the farmer. On Great Nahant also 
the *' store of good ground fit for the Flow" is much 
improved for fiurming purposes and for gardens. — 

This year, (if before, we cannot say,) vegetables 
have been raised at Nahant for the use of private 
tables in Boston, — a thing hardly to have been 
thought of some years ago, although for several 
years Mr. Uolman has raised some of the early 
vegetables used at the hoteL 

Besides the two principal beaches, there are eight 
or nine shorter beaches around the two Nahants, 
and excepting these, the shore is entirely rock- 
bound, so that the ^ very aspect of the place is for- 
tification enough to keepe off an unknowne ene- 
roie." To pass around the entire shore of the Na- 
hants, the distance would probably be from eight to 
Jen miles. 

Nahant does not extend in a straight line from the 
shore of Lynn into the Ocean. The long beach 
runs in a curved line, and the short beach with 
Great Nahant somewhat resemble a boot in shape, 
having, to be sure, a rather large foot. The long 
beach is a great protection to the harbor of Lynn, 
and its preseryatioD has been deemed so essential 
4» 
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that, in 1824, a causeway of planks, filled in with 
sand, was constructed, at the joint expense of the 
State and the town of Lynn, each appropriating 
the sum of $1500. The subject of preserving this 
beach and harbor was introduced at the last session 
of Congress, (1838,) and an appropriation of $39,000 
determined upon, but lost among the mass of other 
unfinished business. It is proposed, when this ap- 
propriation shall be obtained, to construct a walled- 
road across the beach, and over this road it is fur- 
ther proposed to lay a branch railway, to connect 
with the road from Boston and Salem. These 
measures will probably be accomplished in a few 
years, when Nahant shall become fully appreciated 
as a place of residence and resort. 

The Spouting Horn is another peculiar fissure 
in the rocks, on the eastern shore of Nahant, near 
Lindsey's Hill. The water is driven in by the 
waves through a deep channel, a hundred feet before 
it enters the Spouting Horn, and is then, (at about 
half tide,) forced into a cavernous tunnel about 30 
feet, from whence the water is literally " spouted," 
and thus returns in froth and spray to meet the next 
wave. In a storm, it is a grand sight, and is at all 
times worth a visit. A path leads to it, and it is 
about half a mile from the hotel. * The cliff of rocks 
in which it is formed, is about 50 feet above the 
sea, but the spectator may descend to the entrance 
of the tunnel. 
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[View of the Entrance to the Swallow's Cave.] 

The Swallow's Cave is a passage under a high 
clift'on the west side of Nahant, a few rods south of 
the steamboat wharf It is easily accessible, is from 
6 to 20 feet high, and from 10 to 14 feet in breadth; 
extending about 70 feet, oj)ening to the water. It 
can only be entered at low tide, and the sea some- 
times rushes into it with a great noise. The swal- 
lows have built their nests in the upper part of this 
cavern, on ledges or notches in the rocks. Tiie 
,walk or flooring is rather uneven, but may neverthe- 
less be entered by ladies with perfect ease and safe- 
ty at a suitable time of tide. Passing through this 
cave, you may ascend by climbing over the rocks, 
to the height above, without returning the way you 
descend to the opening. 
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The luLPtT Rock is a great curiosity. It stands 
off the south end of Nahant, not far from the Swal- 
low's Cave. It is an immense square block of rock, 
about 30 feet high, having a square open space at top, 
resembling in shape, an easy-chair, which is called 
the pulpit, it is difficult to reach the top by climb- 
ing, the sides are s6 perf>endicular. In storms the 
waves dash over this rock with great force, the wind 
driving the spray like rain all around, for some dis- 
tance. 

The Natural Bridge is near the Pulpit Rock, 
and is a wedge of rocks, as it were, suspended like 
an arch, over a deep and broad fissure. It is not 
easy to cross the Bridge, as it is below the surround- 
ing ground. The sea dashes in, by the pulpit rock, 
into the deep fissure under the bridge. 

There are various other formations, possessing 
much interest, about the rocky shore and the high 
clififs of Nabant, which the curious observer will 
readily discover. On the Little Nahant (nearest 
Lynn,) is the Grotto, Wolfs Cavern, Fox Cavern, 
&c. On the Great Nabant, there are also, the 
Dashing Rock, Iron Mine, &c. 

The Indians used the Long Beach as their play 
ground, for running, leaping, shooting, dancing, 
foot-ball, &c. 

The harbors and coves about Nahant were fa- 
mous for ducks, so that persons have killed " 50 
Duckes at a shot." Sportsmen frequent Nahant 
now for the same game, in the winter season, but 
seldom do so well as the above. 
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LETTER X. 



HISTORICAL MEMORANDA— [To be completed, at 
materials and leisure may afford opportunity.] 

In 1633, Thomas Dexter, (the purchaser of Na- 
hant,) was ordered to be '* set in the bilbo wes, dis* 
franchised and fined X£. for speaking reproachful 
and seditious words against the government her<i 
established." 

The same year, the poor Indian, Black William, 
(who sold Nahant to farmer Dexter,) was hung at 
Richman's Island, Scarborough, Me., " in revenge 
for the murder of Walter Bagnall, who was killed 
by the Indians on the 3d of October, 1631." It 
does not appear that Black William had any part in 
the murder, and if he had, Gov. Winthrop says that 
Bagnall was "a wicked fellow and had much 
wronged the Indians." 

In 1634, on training-day, by direction of Mr. 
Humphrey, Capt. Turner, went with bis company 
to Nahant, to hunt the wolves by which it was iu- 
fested. 

In 16*6, Jan. 11, it was " voted by the freeman 
of the towne, that these men underwritten shall have 
liberty to plant and build at Nahant, and shall pos- 
■ess each man land for the said purimse, and pro- 
ceeding in the trade of fishing. Mr. Humfreyj?, 
Daniel How, Mr Ballard, Joseph Kedkuap, Fran- 
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CIS Dent, Timothy Tomlins, Richard Walker, 
Thomas Talmage, Henry FejiJtes." 

Jan. 18, " It is ordered by the freemen of the 
towne, that all such persons as are assigned any 
land at Nuhant, to further the trade of making fish, 
that if they do not proceed accordingly to forward 
the said trade, hut either doe grow remiss, or else 
give it quite over, that then all such lotts shall be 
forfeited againe to the towne, to dispose of as shall 
be thought fit." 

1637, on the 15tli Nove!nl)er, the name of the 
town was changed from Sau^us to Lynn. The 
Court record in, " Saugnst is called Lin." 

16'58, on 13th March, " Lynn was granted 6 miles 
iHto the country; and Mr. Hawthorne and Lcift 
Davenport to view and inform how the land be- 
yond lyeth, whether it be fit for another plantation 
or no." From this sprung Lynnfield. 

In 1G4(>, Thomas Dexter was presented at the 
Quarterly sessions in August, for a common sleep- 
er in meetings for public worship, and fined. 

1G52. Winnepurkitt, on the 1st of April, mort- 
gaged "all that tract of land commonly called Na- 
hant," to Nicholas Davi«)n of Charlestown, "for 
twenty pounds sterling dew many yeer." 

in 1660, three acres of land at Nahant^a part of 
Kdward Holyoke's estate, were sold for £6. Two 
oxen were sold at the same time, for £13. 

1668. 13th June, Robert Paige of Boston, was 
presented, " for settinge saille from Nahant, in his 
boate, being Loaden with wood, there by Profain- 
ing the Lord's daye," 
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Christopher Lindsey, (whose name is preserved 
in Lindsey's Hill,) died this year. He lived on Na- 
hant. 

1678. James Mills lived on Nahant, one of the 
first inhahitants. Rice's tavern now stands on the 
-spot where he lived. He was a shepherd and had 
seven children. Dorothy's Cove, was so named 
afler one of his daughters, who used to bathe 
there very frequently. 

In 1689, Sir Edmund Aiidros, then Governor 
of Massachusetts, assumed the ownership of Nahant 
with the intention of bestowing it on Edward Ran- 
dolph, his Secretary, as a reward for his services. — 
This caused more trouble to the people of the plan- 
tation. Randolph petitioned Andros for the gifl. 

In remonstrating against this proceeding, the 
tawn state, that they have possessed and improved 
Nahant, " well onward to sixty years ;" that they 
have " paid their monies by way of purchase" for 
it, and that it is the only secure place they have 
" for the grazing of 8ome thowanda of sheep." 

There is a ledge of rocks on the northern shore 
of Nahant, once thought to be valuable, as an Iron 
Mine. In 1691, the town voted, that "Mr, Hub- 
bard of Braintree, should give three shillings for 
every ton of Rock Mine, that he has from Nahant, 
to the town, for the town's use, and he to have so 
much as the town sees convenient.'' We susjiect 
lie did not use much of it. 

In 1695y the Nahant was claimed by Mrs. Mary 
Deffern and Mrs. Martha Padishall, widows and 
keiroeaes of Richard Woodey, Jr. tlien late of Boe- 
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ton, deceased. They were defaulted by the Court 
Their claim was founded on Dexter's purchase. 

In 1698, this year James Mills killed five foxes on 
Nahant. 

The town ordered that no person should cut more 
than seven trees on Nahant, under a penalty of for- 
ty shillings for each tree exceedhig that number. 

In 1704, 6th March, the town took measures to 
prevent the cutting down of trees, &c. at Nahant. 
"Being informed that several persons had cut down 
several trees or bushes in Nahant, whereby there is 
likely to be no shade for the creatures,^ voted, that 
no person thereaAer should cut any tree or bush 
there, under penalty of ten shillings. 

In 1706, at Lynn, the lands held " in common," 
including Nahant and excepting only the training- 
field, were divided among the freeholders. Nahant 
was laid out in ranges, and in small lots of from 20 
poles to five acres. 

In the great snow storm of 1717, a great number 
of Deer came from the woods for food, and some 
fled to Nahant, and being chased by the wolves, 
leaped into the sea, and were drowned. 

1722. Between 1698 and 1722, there were killed 
in Lynn woods and on Nahant, 428 foxes, for which 
the town paid 2s each. 

1749. An extremely hot and dry summer. Im- 
mense multitudes of grasshoppers appeared. They 
were so numerous at Nahant that the inhabitants 
walked together with bushes in their hands, and 
drove them by thousands, into the sea. Hay was 
scarce and imported from England. 
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Before the year 1800, tliere were only three d '.vei- 
ling houses at Nahant, viz. the houses of Jonathan 
Johnson, Nehemiah Breed, and Abner Hood. The 
frame of the iiri^t named house, built about 120 yrs. 
ago, is now in the house of Caleb Johnson. 

In 1803, Aug. 28, a hotel on the western part of 
Nahant, was burnt — the only house ever burnt there. 
It was owned by Capt. Joseph Johnson, and was 
soon afler rebuilt. 

In 1809, Sept. 20, a flock of sheep on Nahant was 
struck by lightning, and ]8 killed. 

In 1817, the first of the new cottages was built by 
Hon. Thos. H. Perkins, near the Spouting Horn. 

The Sea Serpent is said first toliave been seen 
this year, at Gloucester, Cape Ann. 

In 1818, a neat stone building was erected for a 
school house and library, in which divine service 
was occasionally performed. An elegant folio 
Prayer Book, once the property of Geo. IV. of Eng- 
land, was presented to this library by the lady of 
Governor Gore. Several hundred volumes were re- 
ceived as donations, from Boston and other places. 
This year a committee of five persons from dif- 
ferent towns was appointed to settle the long exist- 
ing difficulties between the proprietors of Nahant 
lots and the people of Lynn, relative to the right to 
take sea weed, sand, stone, drifl wood, &c. from the 
coves and beaches of Nahant. The Committee, 
however, did not decide upon the matter. 

In 1820, June, the steam boat Eagle run between 
Hingham and Boston, and Boston and Nahant, leav- 
ing Hingham at 6 a.m.; Boston at 9; Nahant at 3 1-2 
F.M. and Boston for Hingham again, at 5. 
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The Hotel was built this year, by lion. Thomas 
H. Perkins, Dr Edw. H. Robbins, and others. 

In July, the Sea Serpent was again seen. On 5th 
Aug. it was seen off Phillips's Point, abont a quar- 
ter of a mile distant — sea calm. J, B- Lewis, An- 
drew Reynolds and Benj. King, went out in a boat 
after him, and got within 30 yards of him. One of 
them counted 23 bunches on his back; head black, 
resembling common serpents, two feet above the 
water, and about the size of a common fire bucket. 
Was seen again the next day. 

About 1st Aug. four uncommon Bass, (formerly 
very plenty here,) were caught with the hook from 
the rocks, weighing respectively, fifty-seven, forty- 
six, thirty-nine and twenty-two pounds. — The same 
month, a basking Shark, Selache Mazimus, was ta- 
ken near Phillips's Point, supposed at first to have 
been the Sea Serpent. 

In 1822, June, the steam boat Eagle, Capt Wood, 
left Boston at 9 a. m. and arrived at Nahant at 11 — 
r-:)turning again at 7 1-2 p. m. — On the 4th of July, 
there was an exhibition of fireworks at Nah.mt — 
Rouillard kept the hotel. 

In July, the Eagle made two trips each day. — In 
Aug. (26th,) she carried the Board of Healtfi to 
Rainsford's Island, and the advertisement says, "will 
probably take on board a Band of-Mnsic at Fort In- 
dependence"— a practice since become common. 

1832. A new and beautiful clinrch was bnilt this 
year, by funds furnished chiefly by the liberal suh- 
sr<"rij)tions of the sumnn»r re»jd**nis. 
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PULPIT ROCK. Pnge 44. 




The above engraving gives the reader a very correct 
idea of tlie appearance, proportions and height of 
the Pulpit Rock, mentioned on page 44. The point 
of observation is on a cliff of rocks, a little westerly 
of it. Its location is on the extreme southerly end 
of Nahant, only a minute's walk from the hotel. — 
It is well worth a visit. The Natural Bridge may 
be necn at the same time, just inside of it. 
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